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The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and 
Development 

The Geneva Declaration acknowledges that armed 
violence constitutes a major obstacle to the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and that conflict prevention and resolution, 
violence reduction, human rights, good governance 
and peace-building are key steps towards reducing 
poverty, promoting economic growth and improving 
people’s lives.  

The Geneva Declaration background paper, Armed 
Violence Prevention and Reduction, underlines  that 
the “complex links between armed violence and 
underdevelopment - with armed violence 
undermining development prospects, and 
underdevelopment and inequality fuelling armed 
violence - are becoming better recognized by policy-
makers and development practitioners”. The paper 
acknowledges that “armed violence prevention and 
reduction is fundamentally a development issue” and 
that “collective and interpersonal violence 
undermines development programmes, diminishes 
aid effectiveness, and puts achievement of the 
MDGs out of reach”. 

The Geneva Declaration has been signed by 109 
states, 61 of which re-iterated their engagement in 
May 2010 by signing the Oslo Commitments on 
Armed Violence and the MDGs. 
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 International Crisis Group, “Somalia: The Trouble with Puntland”, Africa Briefing N°64, 12 August 2009  
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 For a full overview of the Community Safety approach please consult the webpage: 

http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/about-armed-violence-reduction/community-safety-interventions/ 
4
 For a full overview of the CDRD project please visit the website: http://www.somcdrd.org 

http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/about-armed-violence-reduction/community-safety-interventions/
http://www.somcdrd.org/
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 The Geneva Declaration at http://www.genevadeclaration.org/fileadmin/docs/Geneva-Declaration-Armed-Violence-

Development-091020-EN.pdf 
6
 Please note that DRC implements another strategic component focusing on life saving activities. This complements the 

other components, but for the purpose of this note the former component is not included.  

http://www.genevadeclaration.org/fileadmin/docs/Geneva-Declaration-Armed-Violence-Development-091020-EN.pdf
http://www.genevadeclaration.org/fileadmin/docs/Geneva-Declaration-Armed-Violence-Development-091020-EN.pdf
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